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Flashing Yellow Arrow Traffic Signal

Many of you have probably seen the new signal operation at the intersections of Back Beach
Road and Hills Road and Back Beach Road and Nautilus Street. This new type of signal is
called a Flashing Yellow Arrow or FYA and is being used around the country to enhance the
efficiency and safety of traffic signals. Bay County Traffic Engineering in conjunction with the
Florida Department of Transportation will be installing more flashing yellow arrow signals in the
coming year.
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Why use a flashing yellow arrow?
The flashing yellow arrow provides two major
improvements to the operation of a traffic
signal. First and foremost, this type of signal
is safer than the normal signal that allows
drivers to turn left on a green ball. Studies
completed by the Federal Highway
Association have shown a reduction in
crashes at flashing yellow arrow
intersections. The flashing yellow arrow
provides a strong distinction between when
vehicles can make a protected turn in front of

oncoming traffic and when the driver must
yield to oncoming traffic.
Additionally, a flashing yellow arrow
increases the efficiency of a traffic signal.
The flashing yellow arrow allows traffic
engineers to adjust the sequence of a traffic
signal by putting the protected left turn (green
arrow) at the beginning or end of the light
sequence. This allows for better coordination
of traffic signals making it easier to get
vehicles from one end of the roadway to the
other with fewer or no stops.
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Flashing

Arrow… cont.



Yellow Arrow - This arrow also functions just like the
current signal operation. This arrow tells the driver to
prepare to stop or complete your turn if you are in the
intersection.



Flashing Yellow Arrow – This arrow means left turns are
allowed but the driver must yield to oncoming traffic and
pedestrians. Oncoming traffic has a green light.



Green Arrow – This arrow tells the driver to make a left
turn. Oncoming traffic is stopped and it is safe to turn.

How does it work?

For more information about traffic signals,



The flashing yellow arrow shows four different arrows signs and frequently asked questions, visit the
which are explained below:



Red Arrow – Just like the current signal operation, this www.baycountyfl.gov/traffic.php
arrow means stop and no turn is allowed.

Bay County Traffic Engineering Website: http://

Bob Majka and Ken Schnell
will be hosting “Coffee Chat” Wednesday, February 15th at 7:00 a.m.
at Majette, in the Roads and Bridges Crew Assembly Area.
This gathering is open to all county departments and
employees who are interested in sharing their ideas and
give input to Bob and Ken.

The coffee and donuts are on us!
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Bay County
Fire Rescue
uses unique
techniques for
confined space
training…

A-Shift Captain Gabe
Moschella and Firefighters
Sean McGann and Jake
Keeney certainly found a unique
way to get in some training.

Training like this prepares
firefighters for situations like a
structure collapse.

"Different techniques are used
for different obstacles," said
These pictures show the Captain Moschella. "Each
firefighters practicing confined obstacle has its own technique
space training. The firefighters’ to accomplish the course.
masks are blacked out to mimic
real-world fire scene conditions.

Bay County
Emergency Services

Now, this is what we call thinking outside the (sand)box!

All in a day's work . . . or in this case, play!
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Bay County
Emergency Services
Emergency Services Employee completes prestigious
Advanced Public Information Officer Course
"While looking at a disaster, ask
yourself what breaks your heart?
These are the people who need you.”
–Tom Olshanki- Director of External
Affairs for the United States Fire
Administration
and
Federal
Emergency Management Agency
Instructor.

County’s Heather Kretzer were
fortunate to attend this critical
training.
The five-day long course brought
together participants from several
states. Law Enforcement, Campus
Security, Health Departments, Fire
Departments, County Emergency

A Public Information Officer (PIO) is
responsible for the formulation and
release of information about the
incident to the news media, local
communities, incident personnel, the
incident management team, other
agencies and organizations. In other
words, getting the right information to
the right people at the right time so
they can make the right decisions.
PIOs from numerous agencies
gathered at the Seminole Emergency
Operations Center in Sanford, FL for
a specialized course provided by the
FEMA’s Emergency Management
Institute. Bay County Emergency
Services’ Brooke Powell and the
Florida Department of Health in Bay

Management, and several other
disciplines all had seats at the table.
The common thread? Each
participant has the responsibility of
communicating before, during, and
after disasters.
The Advanced Public Information
Officer Course provides participants
the knowledge and skills to establish,
manage and work within a joint
information center (JIC). The training
allows participants the opportunity to
apply advanced public information
skills during a multi-day functional
exercise and three tabletop exercises
designed to test the participants’
abilities to analyze, coordinate,
process and create information in a
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fast-paced, realistic environment.
While the course, led by a team of
renowned-experts,
provided
education and important response
tools, just as critical was the
opportunity to learn from colleagues.
Some of the PIOs in attendance had
recently responded to large-scale
incidents such as the Fort Lauderdale
Airport
Shooting,
the
Law
Enforcement Murders in Orlando, the
Hurricane Matthew response, and the
Pulse Night Club Shooting in
Orlando.
“Hearing from peers who responded
to large-scale, complex events was
invaluable,” said Brooke Powell,
Emergency Services Training and
Safety Coordinator. “Learning to think
in terms of the core question, ‘What
breaks my heart?’ changed my
perspective on how our team should
define and deliver our message
during any emergency.”
Participants received a certificate
from the Department of Homeland
Security upon completion of the
course.

Powell reminds employees to sign up
for Alert Bay at Alertbay.org and
follow Emergency Services on
Facebook and Twitter!
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Bay County
Emergency Services
EMS Staff Trains
Panama City Fire
Department on
Basic Life Support
Panama City Fire Department is now offering their citizens BLS
(Basic Life Support) response. Because we all respond
together and share a common mission, staff from Bay County
EMS is providing BLS training to PCFD.
Headed up by Lieutenant Lawrence Smith, with assistance
from Paramedic Connie Pankhurst, Paramedic Sarah Bennett,
and Lieutenant Danny Page, EMS staff provided training
on portable suction equipment, spinal immobilization,
assessing a patient's blood sugar level, use of a traction splint,
rapid Extrication, and airway devices.

Training will continue until the entire department has
completed the training.
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Bay County
Emergency Services
Three Bay County
Fire and Rescue
Employees featured on
“Honor the Badge”.

and Keeney changed tires and
Firefighter Crundwell assisted with
engine repair.

Every Wednesday at 10 p.m., Channel
13 (WMBB) anchor Kelsey Peck
honors a first responder by
showcasing a selfless deed,
community contribution, act of bravery,
or other commendable action.

“This segment shines a positive light
on the services our first responders
provide our community every day,”
said Mark Bowen, Chief of Emergency
Services. “Being a first responder is a
calling and these firefighters will tell
you that they are just doing their jobs.”

Over the past couple of months, three
BCFR firefighters were honored by the
segment. All three firefighters stepped
up to help citizens in need.

Firefighters Collier and Keeney came
to Peck’s attention via Facebook and
Instagram. Firefighter Crundwell was
nominated by a fellow firefighter.

While Firefighters Ben Collier, Jake
Keeney, and Joshua Crundwell didn’t
ask for the attention, the attention was
certainly well-deserved.

To see the entire segments, go to
www.mypanhandle.com.
“Honor the Badge” is under the
“Sections” tab. You may also nominate
a first responder on the page.

All three incidents involved citizens
with vehicle trouble. Firefighters Collier

Don’t forget to sign
up for Alert Bay!
Recent severe weather raised some
frequently asked questions about
Alert Bay:
Q: What numbers do text messages
from Alert Bay show up as?
A: 89361 OR 87844.

We highly recommend saving these
2 numbers in your mobile device
contacts as Alert Bay.
Q: What phone number will I see
from Alert Bay on my phone?
A: (850) 248-6099 if it comes from
Bay County Emergency
Management or Weather Alerts.

This phone number can vary
depending on city/agency however.
Q: How do I eliminate getting so
many weather alerts?
A: You can simply uncheck the
options in your profile of the alerts
you don't wish to receive.
Some may not care about a Special
Marine Warning so you can simply
uncheck it. You get to control which
alerts you want and don't want.
If you haven’t signed up, simply go
to www.alertbay.org and follow the
instructions!

Firefighters, Ben Collier, Jake Keeny and Joshua Crundwell
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Please don't hesitate to call us
at 850-248-6040
if you have further questions.
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Bay County
Emergency Services
Bay County Fire &
Rescue adopts Firefighter
Self-Rescue System
“We are training for the worst day of our lives . . .”

In January, Bay County Fire Rescue firefighters trained on
the Petzl EXO Personal Escape System. The system was
designed in collaboration with the FDNY and allows a
firefighter to escape a dangerous upper floor emergency in
seconds!
The Petzl EXO Personal Escape System provides
firefighters with a fast, reliable means of escape from a
burning structure when using a conventional exit is no
longer possible. The system is a small pack that holds a
device to anchor 50 foot of rope and a rappelling system.
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A firefighter trained and equipped with the EXO system can
quickly deploy the unique anchor and rope, then move
rapidly towards an egress point and descend to a lower
level.
The system clips to the hip so it is always available to a
firefighter who may be trapped in a building.
"We are training for the worst day of our lives,” Bay County
Fire Rescue Battalion Chief Marcus Vigil said. “Now we
have the ability to roll out and bail out of a window and
rappel down to safety,"
Each firefighter will be issued this system within the next
couple of months. Firefighters will undergo extensive
training on the use of the system.
We hope that our firefighters never have to use their
personal escape system, but we are so glad that they have
such an amazing tool.
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Welcome
Congressman
Neal Dunn
and Staff!!!

Congressman Neal Dunn has opened an
office in the Bay County Government Building in
Panama City. The office offers information and
assistance with any issue involving a federal
agency such as Social Security, support for
veterans, or Medicare payments, and will provide
the highest quality of service to anyone who
needs assistance. Second District residents can
either walk in or schedule an appointment to
meet in person with a member of Congressman
Dunn’s staff. The office is open Monday-Friday
from 8:00am-5:00pm. To set up an appointment
call (850) 785-0812.”
When you donate blood with OneBlood, you are making an immediate
contribution to the health and welfare of our community. All
donations benefit those in need locally. Please see the schedule below.
Tuesday, February 7th

Government Center 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m . Maria Westfall 248-8201

Wednesday, February 8th Roads & Bridges

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m . Kim Barbero 248-8818

Thursday, February 9th

8:00 a.m. to Noon

Steelfield Landfield

Michelle Runyon 236-2212

We encourage you to make an appointment so you won’t experience any wait time. Remember, all
BOCC employees who are able to donate blood will receive ½ day incentive leave. You will also
receive a free OneBlood T-Shirt and a wellness checkup including blood pressure, temperature, iron count and
cholesterol screening.
Please sign up today. The need is constant!
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Smart Irrigation Systems Can’t Replace a Smart Landscape Manager
Julie McConnell, Horticulture Agent
Common sense tells you that if we get two inches of
rainfall you can probably skip a landscape irrigation cycle
or two. So, why is it is common to see automatic sprinklers
running right after a good soaking rain or even during a
torrential downpour?
Two factors play a role in this unfortunate situation. The
first is that it is too easy to set an irrigation system and
then forget about it. Many people tend to leave the
settings the same all year even though plant needs and
weather patterns do not remain the same all year.
Automatic irrigation systems should be adjusted to deliver
just enough water needed to keep plants and lawns
maintained at a desired level. Irrigation systems are not
meant to replace natural rainfall, but rather to provide
supplementary water during periods where plant needs
are higher than current rainfall.
The second factor is that these automatic irrigation
systems are lacking a functional rain shut-off sensor.
Many people are unaware that Florida Statute 373.62
requires that automatic sprinklers have technology to
interrupt the system when adequate moisture (i.e. rainfall)
is present. Basic rain shut-off devices are inexpensive and
easy to install, yet many people are simply not familiar
with the technology.

373.62 Water conservation; automatic sprinkler
systems —
(1) Any person who purchases and installs an
automatic landscape irrigation system must
properly install, maintain, and operate technology
that inhibits or interrupts operation of the system
during periods of sufficient moisture.
You can read the full statute here http://
www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?
App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0300-0399/0373/
Sections/0373.62.html
Even with a rain shut-off device, some systems will come
on before the landscape needs water. In addition to
checking that your automatic irrigation system has the
required device, it is a good idea to watch the weather and
override your system if watering is unnecessary. To learn
more about rain shut-off devices see http://
edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/AE/AE22100.pdf
As Bay County employees, we should set the example at
our homes, office buildings and shops and be aware of
how irrigation systems are running. Be sure whoever is in
charge of outdoor maintenance is checking the system
quarterly at a minimum. Don’t allow the sprinklers to run in
the rain!
If you’d like to know more about gardening or lawn care,
please visit the UF/IFAS Extension Bay County site http://
bay.ifas.ufl.edu/ or call our office at 850-784-6105.
An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS Extension,
University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural
Sciences, Nick T. Place, Dean for UF/IFAS Extension.
Single copies of UF/IFAS Extension publications
(excluding 4-H and youth publications) are available free
to Florida residents from county UF/IFAS Extension
offices.
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The Bay County Commissioners recognized local veterans
and their families for their service and their sacrifices, on
the 50th year anniversary of the Vietnam War. Also
invited, were active military members,
representatives from our law
enforcement, and other entities which
serve and protect our community.
The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by,
Bob Hughes, a former US Army
Captain.
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addressing any hazardous materials that are on-site. It is
also recommended that individuals develop action plans for
their families.

Risky Business
“A Publication of the
Risk Management Dept.”

The OSHA Checklists and Additional Resources pages
offer a simple way to make sure that you are prepared for a
tornado, including suggestions for communications
equipment and personal preparedness kits.

Tornadoes can occur with little or no warning. Taking
precautions in advance of the storms, such as developing
an emergency plan, learning the warning signs, and
monitoring tornado watches and warnings, can help you
stay safe if a tornado occurs in your area.
OSHA and NOAA are working together on a public
education effort aimed at improving the way people prepare
for and respond to severe weather. This page is designed
to help businesses and their workers prepare
for tornadoes, and to provide information about hazards
that workers may face in the aftermath of a tornado.
To prepare for a tornado, businesses should develop
emergency plan. The plan should include details
suitable places to take shelter, policies to ensure
personnel are accounted for, and procedures

an
on
all
for

After a tornado has occurred, as businesses take steps to
recover from the storm, workers may face significant
hazards including the potential for additional storms,
downed electric lines, and sharp debris. Workers should
also be aware of hazards from heat stress and from
equipment used during response/recovery operations, such
as portable generators. Workers will need to take special
precautions in order to stay safe during response and
recovery operations. The OSHA Response/Recovery page
has more information on these hazards and protections
workers should employ.
Employer Responsibilities
Each employer is responsible for the safety and health of
its workers and for providing a safe and healthful workplace
for its workers. Employers are required to protect workers
from the anticipated hazards associated with the response
and recovery operations that workers are likely to conduct.
For additional information on Workers' Rights, Employer
Responsibilities, and other services OSHA offers, visit
OSHA's Employers Page, Workers Page and Publications.
Source: OSHA

Did You Know?*
A couple statistics about how we spend our time...
 Social Media dominants many of our lives. More than 75 percent of us value
social media more than health, spending on average 4.5 hours a week on
Tweeter, Pinterest, Facebook and less than the recommended 2.5 hours a week exercising.
 We value TV, averaging 4 hours and 28 minutes a day; more than preparing what we eat,
where we invest 30 minutes a day for all meals combined.

It's your time; are you investing it the way you want?
Submitted by: Chyrl Boyer, Sr. Human Resources Specialist
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*CBS News, Business Insider
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Fred Wakefield
Wakefield (Mosquito
(Mosquito Control)
Fred
Control)
is
a
Grandpa.
is a Grandpa.
His
youngest
step-daughter, Heidi
His youngest step-daughter,
Heidi and
and
her
husband
Nick
welcomed
a
son,
her husband Nick welcomed
a son,
th, 2016, in Miami,
Lucas,
on
December
9
Lucas, on December 9th, 2016, in Miami,
where Nick
Nick is
is stationed
stationed with
where
with the
the U.
U. S.
S.
Coast
Guard.
Coast Guard.
Lucas
weighted
lbs. 14
14 ounces
Lucas weighted 88 lbs.
ounces and
and
was
20
&
½
inches
long.
was 20 & ½ inches long.
Lucas
sent Fred
Fred aa tongue
Lucas sent
tongue picture
picture of
of
disappointment because Grandpa wasn’t
disappointment because Grandpa wasn’t
there for
for his
his birth.
there
birth.
Unit in a triplex, 2 bedroom, 2 bath. Sorry, no pets allowed.
Located steps to the zoo on Allison Ave, Panama City Beach.
Call Brandon Lyda (850) 258-8711

2004 Mazda S3
 126851 miles
 Automatic,
 AM-FM / CD / AC
 *no power windows
 Excellent Maintenance;
 Great Running Car

2002 Pontiac Grand Am
 109350 miles
 Excellent Maintenance
 Power Windows
 Automatic
 AM-FM / AC Heat
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